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As a wonderful birthday gift I was honoured to fly in a DC-3 classic plane.
It was the 75-year old PH-PBA, a C-47A Skytrain or Dakota, formerly owned
by H.R.H. Prince Bernhard from The Netherlands. It's a very special plane
operated by the enthusiastic people from the Dutch Dakota Association (DDA
Classic Airlines). Read along for some aviation history!

C-47A Skytrain

The C-47 is a military version of the civilian Douglas DC-3. Built by the wonderful ladies
known as "Rosie the Riveters”, this C-47A Skytrain was built in the Douglas factory in



Long Beach, California in 1943. Many women worked on the planes as most men were
enlisted to war.

Rosie the Riverters work on the C-47 at the Douglas Plant in Oklahoma City (1944,
Tinker Air Force Base History Office)

During World War II the C-47 was used by many countries to transport troops, cargo
and wounded. More then 10.000 aircraft were produced. In Europe the C-47 was used
during D-Day to drop more than 50,000 paratroops.

U.S. Army Pathfinders and USAAF flight crew prior to D-Day (June, 1944, RAF North
Witham, public domain)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Invasion_of_Normandy

Paratroop C-47, 12th Air Force Troop Carrier Wing, during the invasion of southern
France (August, 1944)

PH-PBA

The C-47 operated by the Dutch Dakota Association (DDA Classic Airlines) was built
in 1943. It was part of the 316th Troop Carrier Group during D-Day where it flew in
formation with 35 other C-47's to drop more than 600 paratroopers in dropzone 'O,
near St. Mére Eglise, Normandy, France. During this mission the plane was shot, taking
damage but remaining able to return to England. After repairs the plane was involved in
many more missions, including operation Market Garden, the Allied attempt to liberate
The Netherlands.

In 1946 H.R.H. Prince Bernhard bought the aircraft from General Eisenhower for US
$ 50,000. A bargain, he thought, as the aircraft had locked up only 300 flying hours. The
aircraft with military markings 742-100971” is registered in the Dutch aviation register
as PH-PBA, where PH- being the country code for The Netherlands and PBA is short
for "Prince Bernhard Alpha”. It became the first Dutch government aircraft.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Market_Garden

The PH-PBA taking Queen Juliana and Prince Bernhard to Belgium, May 1960 (Minis-
terie van Infrastructuur en Waterstaat)

The plane remained in service until 1975 when it was donated to the Aviodrome
museum at Schiphol Airport. For long H.R.H. Prince Bernhard kept a strong wish to
restore the airplane to flying conditions. After years of restoration, the plane was ready
to fly again in 1998 when the Dutch Dakota Association was granted the right to operate
and maintain the PH-PBA.

PH-PBA 7Prinses Amalia” being prepared for takeoff by DDA wvolunteers at Lelystad
Airport (October 2019)



Flying a classic plane

It's one thing to read about and walk around a piece of aero history, to fly it is sensational!
Lucky me, as I got a ticket from my pilot buddy Tim to fly along over the Frisian lakes
(Friese Meren) in this special piece of aircraft history.
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Lelystad Airport terminal building near the hangar where the PH-PBA is stationed



Volunteers preparing the Pratt & Whitney R-1830 Twin Wasp aircraft engines for ignition

The PH-PBA is equipped with two Pratt & Whitney R-1830 Twin Wasp aircraft
engines. They are two-row, 14-cylinder, air cooled engines producing about 1200 HP.
Each engine weighs about 567KG and displaces 30 liters. It requires regular servicing,
which is done by the volunteers from the DDA. They are piston engines and that is
something special these days: easily distinguishable by their sound!



Pratt & Whitney R-1830 Twin Wasp radial aero engine on display at the Imperial War
Museum Duzford (photo: Nimbus227)

Although the C47-A is capable of starting its own engines, the PH-PBA is usually
started using a generator. As history is full of sweet irony, it's a German built, Deutz
diesel powered electrical generator. It's really cool to see this old tech still working fine;
it's a welcome contrast to many of the modern day planned obsolescence.


https://willem.com/blog/2018-01-08_lessons-from-a-takeaway-plastic-bag/

Electrical generator, powered by a German built Deutz diesel engine, used to start the
R-1830 engines

Electrical generator control panel inside the platform car



Riveted by the Rosies, the C-47-A PH-PBA "Prinses Amalia” remains a beauty at her
75th year anniversary

Unlike modern commercial passenger planes, the DC-3 stands tall on the platform
with it's tail near the ground and cockpit up in the sky. It's quite the view when you
stand near the aircraft. Entering the plane is done from the rear, where you sort of 'climb'

into the cabin.



The tail wheel of the C-47-A PH-PBA 1is quite close to the ground when parked on the
platform
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Inside the cabin you have a clear view into the cockpit as there is no door separating the
pilots from the passengers

Inside the cabin you realise how far modern aircraft design (and comfort) has come.
It's really sensational to take your seat inside this flying museum. The cabin offers a
clear view into the cockpit where you'll see the pilots.
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The R-1830 Twin Wasp piston engine at work - it feels alive!

Once the engines are started you'll feel the plane become alive. Fumes, vibrations,
sounds, it's all magnificent! The aura of 75-years of history suddenly feels very tangible,
it is really something special!

KLM Captain flying the C47-A PH-PBA over the Markermeer

During the DDA flight you're free to walk inside the cabin and have a look in the
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cockpit. The flights are usually flown by (former) KLM pilots, who'll passionately talk
about the 'Grand Old Lady'.

Flying over the village of Heeq with 1Jlst en Sneek visible on the horizon

13



Frisian lakes visible from the C47-A PH-PBA cockpit

Terherne visible at the ”Snitser Mar”, Friesland

14



Flying over the Zuidermeerdijk near Urk, with the Ketelbrug visible crossing the water

Conclusion

I can highly recommend that you book a flight with the amazing people from the Dutch
Dakota Association to experience aviation history unlike anything else.
It's been a privilege to fly along with the PH-PBA over Frisian Lakes on a beautiful

autumn day. Thanks to my buddy Tim for this amazing birthday gift!

15


https://www.dutchdakota.nl
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