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Creating a high-performance website is an art form that blends cutting-
edge technology with an eye for design and commerce. At escape.nl, home
to one of Amsterdam’s most iconic venues, every detail reflects the precision
and care required to deliver seamless, engaging experiences to large audiences.
This post highlights often-unseen details with big impact.

Key Highlights

« High-Performance Infrastructure at one of the Netherlands’ top data centres

o Streamlined Design Philosophy minimising distractions for maximum impact

» Security & Speed through static content delivery and rigorous testing

o Tailored Mobile & Media Approach optimising images and videos for any
device

e Ongoing Innovation & Collaboration focusing on both technology and artistry
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Escape Amsterdam

Escape Club Amsterdam is one of the city’s oldest and best-known venues, attracting
large crowds for performances by world-famous DJs like Afrojack, Nicky Romero, Roger
Sanchez, and Fedde le Grand. It’s a key destination in Amsterdam’s nightlife. As one
AAA-customer once told me, this is the Champions League of web design: it demands
your very best. Working on a project like this is both an honour and a serious responsi-
bility.

FEscape Club Amsterdam, one of the city's oldest and best-known venues

Looks That Impress, Speed That Stays

One of the non-technical goals was immediate immersion—almost stepping into the club—
via full-screen video. Yet behind this visual impact lies engineering for fast performance,
even under loads from TV exposure or social media virality. Collaborating with the club’s
media team, two distinct video files ensure instant playback on wide or portrait screens,
each carefully cut to fittingly deliver the vibe.



Two distinct full-screen videos tailored for playback on wide or portrait screens

Hosting When The Stakes Are High

Escape.nl benefits from a purpose-built, vertically integrated setup at one of the Nether-
lands’” most advanced data centres — certified for government and hospital data. This
isn't a dime-a-dozen approach. Deliberate choices in hardware, storage, and network
ensure robust performance for thousands of simultaneous visitors. Hosting isn’t a cheap
commodity VPS; it’s an integral product feature, ready for anything.


https://bit.nl
https://willem.com/blog/2019-02-28_understanding-the-security-concerns-in-shared-hosting/
https://willem.com/blog/2019-02-28_understanding-the-security-concerns-in-shared-hosting/
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BIT.nl datacentre - with Yours Truly inside :-)

Smarter Content Delivery for Superior Speed and Security

Most run-of-the-mill websites (like WordPress) rely on per-request server processing—
querying databases and exposing vulnerabilities (for example, a public login screen at
/wp-admin). Instead, Escape.nl uses a separation of content management and public-
facing delivery. The site serves pre-generated, minified static pages via Nginx, backed by
RAM file caches, SSD storage, and HTTP /2. With fewer moving parts, it loads faster,
scales more easily, and reduces potential security risks.
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Separating content management from content delivery for speed and security

Less is More: Streamlined Design Philosophy

Every choice in the site’s design reflects a “less but better” ethos, with fewer buttons,
plugins, and dependencies. This simplicity improves performance and directs attention
to the “commercial funnel,” such as tickets and VIP table sales, with clear calls to action.



Thinking about commerce is not an afterthought; Escape.nl doesn’t even have a home-
page, so guests land directly on the club agenda—one step closer to a night out without
extra clicks.

Large buttons directing the attention to the commercial funnel

Touchscreens at the Forefront

With 80% of visitors arriving on mobile, touchscreen gestures like swiping are essential.
This isn’t just an old ‘mobile-first” mantra; it reflects today’s reality. Navigation, me-
dia playback, and visual flows are refined to perform fluidly across screens. Meanwhile,
advanced tools generate multiple image and video versions, optimised for varying reso-
lutions and orientations. This ensures razor-sharp details for club artwork, giving visual
artists the stage they deserve without compromising speed or performance.



Razor-sharp details for club artwork

Supporting touchscreen gestures like swiping



Asset Optimisation for Visual Impact

Large images and videos needn’t lead to slow loading times. Tools like jpegoptim,
pngquant, and ffmpeg individually optimise each asset for maximum quality at mini-
mal size. This per-file approach demands serious compute power, reinforcing the focus
on robust hosting. For those interested in deeper technical details and the exact savings
in bytes, see this dedicated post. The outcome is striking visuals without sacrificing
performance. The self-hosted, integrated gallery offers a rich glimpse into Escape Club’s
history, ad-free and fully under the club's editorial control. Unlike social media platforms
like Instagram, which feature ads, tracking, and external censorship, this gallery provides
an authentic, uninterrupted view of the club’s legacy.

The integrated gallery offers a rich glimpse into Escape Club’s history


https://willem.com/blog/2018-09-26_optimising-images-for-the-web-and-performance/
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All visuals are individually optimised with multiple copies for different screens, maximising
the responsive design's fidelity

Easy Navigation, Effortless Management

Escape.nl is easy to explore thanks to a conventional menu and a sitemap on every page’s
footer. This navigation includes clear calls to action that guide guests toward tickets or
VIP services, enhancing conversion. Meanwhile, a flexible content management system
empowers the team to make updates via app or web, perfect for last-minute changes or
event announcements.
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The website features a conventional menu (left) and a context-aware sitemap

ESCAPE

AMSTERDAM

& escape.nl

TICKETS — ESCII‘KEDEI TICKETS

ESCAPE AMSTERDAM

andtplein 11

TICKETS

DINE & DANCE EVENTS JOBS

RULES AND CONDITIONS CONTACT
Lf I C

AGENDA GALLERY

& escape.nl

(right)



An easy to use app enables Escape's staff to manage the entire website

Rigorous Testing for Excellence

Quality control is vital. Escape.nl undergoes external evaluations with Chrome Light-
house, Google PageSpeed, and W3C standards. PageSpeed is critical for search engine
ranking yet challenging to optimise, but the site meets top benchmarks for speed, accessi-
bility, and SEO—essential for welcoming and retaining guests. Meanwhile, it’s monitored
24/7, crucial for a club operating outside office hours; read more about that here. Custom
error pages also offer a soft landing, guiding “404 folks” to relevant content instead of
letting them slip away.
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https://willem.com/blog/2021-02-02_realtime-service-uptime-monitoring/

Scoring 100 out of 100 points in Google PageSpeed insights for speed, accessibility and
search engine optimisation

Conclusion

Exceptional websites aren’t a single milestone; they’'re an ongoing journey. As Steve Jobs
famously said, real magic happens where technology meets the liberal arts. I've been
privileged to work with some of the best, forging a synergy of artistry and precision,
and not every project is a match. If you're excited to see if we align, get in touch
via mail@willem.com or schedule a call to explore your vision and create something
extraordinary together.

Magic happens at the intersection of technology and liberal arts, as Steve Jobs often said
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